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August 
President’s Message  
President’s Message 

July 2008 

Fellow Rotarians and Read-
ers: 

   As I write this open letter, 
my first as President, I re-
flect on where we’ve been as 
a club, where we are now 
and of course where we are 
going.  In the midst of this, 
unavoidably, is  the econ-
omy and its many facets, 
that may or may not affect 
our lives as humans and Ro-
tarians.  The economy is 
quite simply what it is.  As 
Rotarians we come to this 
august group via a personal 
desire/need to help others in 
our community or the world 
or from a “faith based” stan-
dard.  Whichever, we all 
share an abiding drive to 
help and/or give back.  
There are indeed an abun-
dant number of avenues 
(especially in this town) with 
which to align ourselves for 
outsourcing our giving. 

   Besides being one of the 
most economical and fun 
avenues to help versus just 
passing the basket, Rotary 
has the additional assist fac-
tor in that it and its symbol 
is known all over the world 
for its members’ benevo-
lence and non-tentative ac-

tion.  The old saying goes 
that wherever and whenever 
two Rotarians meet, some-
thing occurs.  Although I 
heard this adage for years 
prior to joining Rotary, not 
until I “joined up” did I real-

ize it was more than an ad-
age.  It was simply the truth.  
When you are genuinely 
committed to an ideal or 
motto or pledge, it becomes 
more than an ideal, motto or 
pledge . . . it simply be-
comes reality and a way of 
life.  So it is with Rotary.  I 
was forever (20 years) tell-
ing my Mother and Henry 
Pick that I was simply too 
busy to join Rotary.  Since 
helping start that club in the 
middle of nowhere in the 
middle of Haiti and having 
to serve as inspirational guru 
to the few Charter members 
as well as the community 
when nothing was happen-

ing to confirm Mr. Garrett’s 
belief in the value of this 
“Rotary thing,” to just show-
ing up for meetings in Santa 
Fe, to now serving as Presi-
dent, I have learned (the 
hard long way) that once 
you sign up it becomes just 
another facet of your life; 
and guess what?  Unless you 
dwell on it, it is not an im-
pediment, but a part, albeit 
an exciting and rewarding 
part, of life’s process. 

   As a Rotarian, Christian, 
father, husband, breadwin-
ner; friend, etc., I can hope 
to look back and see a grad-
ual upward trending line in 
these and other segments of  
my life. 

   As we pursue our array of 
life pursuits, let’s, as Rotari-
ans, strive to keep each other 
focused and on course.  
Most of all let’s help keep 
each other accountable not 
through words, but through 
actions.  Let us encourage 
each other at every juncture 
and by doing so assure each 
that we are not alone; not 
only in Rotary but else-
where.  One of the most re-
warding parts of my Rotary 
walk is that I enjoy Rotary 
fellowship in all matters.  A 
true Rotarian will not see a 
fellow’s request of a friendly  
(continued on Page 2) 
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The Four Way Test 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3. Will it BUILD GOODWILL and 

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned? 

...and here at Centro Club 

… 

The Rotary Motto 

Service Before Self 

Rotary concerns itself with truth, 
fairness, improved relations between 

people and world peace. 

 

Don’t just be a Rotarian, 

Live it! 

         What is Rotary? 
  Rotary is a worldwide organization of busi 
  ness and professional leaders that provides 
humanitarian service, encourages high ethical standards in 
all vocations, and helps build goodwill and peace in the 
world.  Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians belong to 
more than 31,000 Rotary clubs located in 166 countries.   
The main objective of Rotary is service — in the commu-
nity, in the workplace, and throughout the world.  Rotari-
ans develop community service projects that address many 
of today’s most critical issues, such as children at risk, 
poverty and hunger, the environment, illiteracy, and vio-
lence.  They also support programs for youth, educational 
opportunities and international exchanges for students, 
teachers, and other professionals, and vocational and ca-
reer development. 
The Rotary motto is Service Above Self. 
Santa Fe Centro Rotary is doing all it can to promote these 
worthy objectives and goals within our club. 
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President’s Message, continued 
(continued from Page 1) 
 
ear as an inconvenience, but as a hum-
bling realization that another human 
being chose “me” as a trusted place of 
solace or counsel. 
   As I’ve stated before, “My life is of-
ten the only Bible some people will 
ever read.”  When I acknowledge this, I 
at once wonder how many boats my 
life-Bible has sent adrift or over the 
waterfall and that I have an hourly, 
daily opportunity to arrest any more 
drifting craft. 
   I speak for only myself in asking each 
of you to not hesitate in making me 
more aware of my Rotarianship or lack 
thereof. 
   In closing, let’s constantly remind 
ourselves of those in our midst who are 
in need of our prayers and thoughts, i.e. 
Peggy, John, Victoria and family.  In 
the words of the great King David, “I  

 
lay the desires of my heart at your feet 
each morning and anxiously await your 
decisions.” 
   Special thanks to that bevy of beautiful 
presidents that have paved the way:  
Mary, Megan, Joan, & Victoria.  THANK 
YOU !!!! 
   Let’s have a great and fun year!!!  See 
you next Tuesday and at the Kick Out 
Party on the 19th! 
 
In Rotary 
Garrett Robinson 
President 2008-2009 
 

(Editor’s Note:  This message was origi-
nally written for the July newsletter.) 

 Meeting Information 

Weekly meetings are held at 
the Piccolo Café at 7:00 a.m. 
every Tuesday morning.  Lo-
cated in the old Carlos Gospel 
Café in the New Mexico Bank 
and Trust building on the cor-
ner of Washington and Marcy 
Streets (across from the Bull 
Ring).  There is no charge for 
parking.  Break-
fast is $10 
(buffet and bev-
erage) and coffee 
is $5 (with your 
choice of muffin 
or fruit cup). 

On August 19 District Governor, 
Tom Lindsay will be our special 
guest.  Don’t miss it! 



 

The following members of the Rotary Club of Santa Fe Centro are Paul Harris Fellows: 
Paul Crumbacher  Victoria Edwards  Ray Gere 

 Barry Gerst  Benjamin Larzelere III Megan McFarlane 
Garrett Robinson  Joan Rutherford  Mary Walta 

If you are a Paul Harris Fellow and your name is not listed here, please inform the newslet-
ter editor.  Thank you. 

Address: 1426 Paseo Norteno, Santa Fe, NM 87507  Birthday:  April 24 
E-mail address: silasmp@gmail.com    Anniversary:  June 3 
Rotary Classification:  Staffing / Human Resources  Spouse:  Devin Dunsay Peterson 
Employer:  Santa Fe Services Inc. 
 
Silas Michael Peterson is Staffing Consultant and Managing Partner of Santa Fe Services, a full-service 
staffing firm focused on recruiting and placement of office administrative personnel.  He is a certified Sen-
ior Professional of Human Resources (SPHR), as recognized by the Society for Human Resource Manage-
ment (SHRM).  He is also a principal of Buffalo Builders, a general contracting company whose primary 
business is to provide a construction-related labor pool to builders and contractors. 
 
Silas holds a BA in French from Portland State University, an MA in Eastern Philosophy from St. John’s 
College, and has done post-graduate work in Greek and Latin at the University of New Mexico. 
 
Raised by loving and supportive hippie parents in Portland, Oregon, his name, from the Latin silva, means 
“of the forest.”  Though he continues to adore Oregon and is thankful to have friends and family to visit 
there, he has called Santa Fe home since his arrival in 2001. 
 
His prior community service includes volunteer work with the Santa Fe Chamber of Commerce and Santa 
Fe Habitat for Humanity.  He looks forward to contributing his blood, sweat, and tears to the greater good 
of our Rotary Club of Santa Fe Centro. 

 
He is married to Devin Dunsay Peterson, Volunteer and Family 
Services Director for Santa Fe Habitat for Humanity.  Together, 
they enjoy spoiling their dog, Klaus, and traveling more than they 
can responsibly afford. 
 
 
 
 
(Silas jumped in with both feet, helping to paint the St. Elizabeth’s 
Emergency Shelter last spring!) 

Paul Harris Fellows 

Meet New Member Silas M. Peterson 
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Our attendance for June 2008 was 72%!  Good job, Centro. 
Please keep letting me know of any meetings, service opportunities, or committee events you attend outside 
of our regularly scheduled Tuesday morning meetings.  Tracking these has greatly enhanced our attendance 
numbers. 

Your Humble Secretary, 

Susanne Kennedy 

From the Secretary 

Summary of Kick-Out Party 7/19/08 
Arrival and mingling 
Prayer 
Pledge 
4 Way Test 
Introduction of Victoria Edwards, Immediate Past President, by Garrett Robinson, President 
Victoria: 
Presentation of Past President pin to Megan McFarlane (making up for lack of same in years past) 
Recognition with certificates and plants of board members and others who helped throughout the year 
Promise of President’s pin to Garrett (handed down year to year) and program turned back over to Garrett 
Garrett: 
Presentation of Past President pin to Victoria 
Introduction by Garrett of Lieutenant Governor Mike Maule, Assistant Governor Ken Beesley, and Assis-
tant Governor Lou Matta  (who also took over as Master of Ceremonies) 
Introduction of board by Lou with pins presented by Garrett: President-Elect Carl Luff, Secretary Susanne 
Kennedy, Treasurer Steve Johnson, Club Director of Membership Carl Luff, Club Director of Community 
Service Barry Gerst, Club Director of International Jean Constant, Club Director of Club Administration 
Silas Peterson.  Not present were Club Director of Public Relations Kathy Segura and Club Director of 
Foundation Ben Larzelere. 
Presentation of painting by Ken Beesley to Victoria Edwards 
Lou Matta returned control of the meeting to Garrett Robinson 
Presentation of perfect attendance pins by Garrett: Jean Constant, Barry Gerst, Steve Johnson.  Not present 
were Joan Rutherford and Rhonda Williams. 
Thanks, dismissal, clean up, and cigars 
 
*Note: Other visiting members from other clubs were Del Sur club president Victoria Bruneni and Down-
town member Charlie Goodman.* 
 

 
Congratulations to 

Jean Constant who was 
awarded TEACHER OF 

THE YEAR for his work on 
Rotary training last year! 

2007-2008 Perfect Attendance Recipients: 
 

Jean Constant 
Barry Gerst 

Steve Johnson 
Joan Rutherford 
Rhonda Williams 
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Upcoming Speakers 
 

August 5—Robert Orduno 
& Michael Kott (local artist) 

  
August 12—John DiRuggiero, President of I T S NM 

& Rob Figol, Highway Administration 
Intelligent Transportation 

  
August 19—Nathalie Bonnard, International Federation 

 French 
& Tom Lindsay, Rotary District Governor 

 
August 26—Patrick Lyons, Commissioner of Public Lands 
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Schedule of Events 

• August 13  10:00 a.m.  Reading at 
Mandefield Head Start. 

• August 21  7:00 a.m.  Board meeting at 
the Mission Café. 

• September 8  10:00 to 11:30 a.m.   
Literacy Day in New Mexico at the 
Capitol. 

• September 12 & 13  Tri-District Con-
ference in Las Cruces. 

• September 30  Rummage Sale.  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
31     1 2 

 

3 4 

 

5 

7:00 a.m. Club 
Meeting 

Happy Anniversary, 
Joan! 

6 

 

 

7 8 9 

10 

 

11 12 

7:00 a.m. Club 
Meeting 

 

13 

10:00 a.m.  Reading 
at Mandefield HS. 

Happy Birthday, 
John B.! 

14 

 

 

 

15 16 

17 18 

 

19 

7:00 a.m. Club 
Meeting 

 

20 21 

7:00 a.m. Board 
Meeting 

 

 

22 23 
 
Happy Birthday, 
Kathy Chambery! 

24 25 26 

7:00 a.m. Club 
Meeting 

27 28 29 30 

       

August 2008 

If you have suggestions for future speakers, contact Kathy Segura 
at SeguraK@usa.redcross.org. 

Need to Make-Up A Meeting? 

Bernalillo —Wednesday 6:00 p.m. 

 Capos Restaurant 

Espanola —Tuesday Noon 

 La Cocina Restaurant 

Las Vegas —Tuesday Noon 

 Hillcrest Restaurant 

Los Alamos —Thursday Noon 

 Fuller Lodge 

Moriarty—Monday 6:00 p.m. 

 El Comedor Café’ 

Rio Rancho —Tuesday 12:15 p.m. 

 Your Place or Mine 

Santa Fe Del Sur — Wednesday Noon 

 Santa Fe Country Club 

Santa Fe Downtown — Thursday Noon 

 The Lodge at Santa Fe 

Taos Milagro —  Wednesday 7:20 a.m. 

 Quality Inn 

Online—http://www.rotaryeclubone.org 

Rotary Club of Albuquerque Del 
Norte has a new meeting place:  
Holiday Inn, 5050 Jefferson NE, 
Albuquerque, NM  87109.  Tele-
phone 505-944-2222.  The club 
meets at noon on Wednesdays. 



 

Rotary Club of Santa Fe Centro 
P.O. Box 8111 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 
 
Phone: 505-820-3383 
http://www.rotary5520.org/santafe/ 
 
Rotary International 
www.rotary.org 
 
Rotary District 5520 
www.rotary5520.org 
 
Centro Sentinel Submissions: 
Please email all news about you, your 
Rotary friends, and any other Rotary 
activities by the last Thursday of the 
month to:  Rhonda Williams, Newsletter 
Editor 
Rhonda@barraclough.com 
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Santa Fe Centro Rotary  

Vic Brenneisen 

Centro Co-Founder 

Dong Kurn Lee 

RI President 

Tom Lindsay 

District Governor 

Santa Fe Centro Rotary Board 

President—Garrett Robinson 

President Elect—Carl Luff 

Secretary—Susanne Kennedy 

Treasurer—Steve Johnson 

Sergeant-at-Arms—Preston Robinson 

Director, Club Administration—Silas Peterson 

Director, Community Service—Barry Gerst 

Director, International—Jean Constant 

Director, Membership—Carl Luff 

Director, Public Relations—Katherine Segura 

Director, RI Foundation—Ben Larzelere 

Immediate Past President—Victoria Edwards 

Appointments:  Speakers’ Bureau—Katherine 
Segura; Newsletter—Rhonda Williams. 

Garrett Robinson 

Frank Lee 

Centro Co-Founder 
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Santa Fe Centro Rotary Club Membership 
    Work Home Email 

James Armijo, Insurance   982-4412 438-7161 James.Armijo.JXFR@statefarm.com 

John Barraclough (Honarary Member)  983-3387 988-4007 john@barraclough.com 

Kathy Jane Chambery (Honorary Member)  986-9559 kathychambery@yahoo.com 

Jean Constant, Art Consultant  695-8595 695-8595 jconstant@nnmc.edu  

Paul Crumbacher, Business Systems  820-6007 473-9594 Paul.CBS@att.net 

Joe Durr, Banking   992-1745 820-6376 joe.durr@charterco.com 

Victoria Edwards, Real Estate  820-2700 832-1456 vlynneedwards@yahoo.com 

Lew Geer, Business Coach  988-3704 988-3704 lew@lewgeer.com 

Ray Gere, Office Management  983-1771 466-0129 raymondgere@yahoo.com 

Barry Gerst, Financial Advisor  992-0601 989-5078 barry.gerst@raymondjames.com 

Tony Herrell, Conservation & Minerals Mgmt 438-7595  Tony_Herrell@blm.gov 

Steve Johnson, CPA   988-2527 466-2726 sjohnson@gillandkohr.com 

Susanne Kennedy, Loan Officer  988-3188 984-0091 Susanne@deltamortgageonline.com 

Benjamin Larzelere III, Clergy  988-5271  benlarzelere@msn.com 

Carl Luff, Retirement Planning  992-0601 984-0380 cluff@mac.com 
Megan McFarlane, Fundraising   466-6203 megsmcfarlane@yahoo.com 

Michael Milligan (Honorary Member)    mbmilligan@gmail.com 

Melville Morgan, Education    morcas@zianet.com 

Cheryl O’Connor, Attorney  476-3480  982-7221  cheryl.oconnor@state.nm.us 

Silas Peterson, Personnel Agency  984-8511  silasmp@gmail.com 

Garrett Robinson , Business Owner  820-3383 473-1105 garrett@rft-holdings.com 

Mary Robinson, Executive Suites  984-8161 699-8085 plazaii@aol.com 

Joan Rutherford, Nonprofit Health   989-1600  690-3317    jrutherford@nmhia.com 

Katherine Segura, Red Cross  424-1611  SeguraK@usa.redcross.org 

Mary Walta, Trial Attorney   983-6269 mwalta@aol.com 

Rhonda Williams, CPA   983-3387 466-3378 rhonda@barraclough.com 

Don Zillman, (Honorary Member)   983-1722     zillman@maine.edu 

 

Carl Luff 

Centro President 
Elect 

Santa Fe Centro Rotary Foundation 
 
The Santa Fe Centro Rotary Foundation was formed on March 
28, 2006.  It is a public charity as defined in Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code and is eligible to receive tax de-
ductible contributions (Federal Tax ID 20-5353265). 
John E. Barraclough, Jr., is the Registered Agent and the mail-
ing address is:  c/o Barraclough & Associates, P.O. Box 1847, 
Santa Fe, NM  87504-1847.  Board members are:  Megan 
McFarlane, Chairman, Rhonda Williams, Secretary, J. Barry 
Gerst, Treasurer, and Joan Rutherford and Victoria Edwards, 
members.  Please contact Rhonda Williams for additional infor-
mation. 


